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Nebraska Bird Review 15 
s in the Garden Co. column to indicate species which summer in the county but not on 
Crescent Lake NWR. 
W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but lack of such an indicator 
does not necessarily mean that the species did not remain). 
w in the Garden Co. column to indicate species which winter in the county but not on 
Crescent Lake NWR. 
S - W indicates much the same thing as "P", but it is used in cases which are not the normal 
pattern. 
x when the exact date in the month was not given. 
* indicates that the birds were present at two different times in the season. The other dates 
are given in the comments for that locality. 
The reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known), and special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings, 93 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter. 
Boone, Albion, 118 species (plus Peep), W.J. Mollhoff. A thousand Sandhill Cranes were in 
the flock seen 21 November. 
Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 225 species (and a possible Veery) , Tanya Bray, 
R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth C. Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, Melba Wigg, reporters, Clyde and 
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16 Nebraska Bird Review 
Emma Johnson, Sandy Kovanda, Andy Saunders, John Upchurch, Rick Wright. On 3 August 
1980 Loren Padelford observed five small white wading birds at the north end of Glenn 
Cunningham Lake (Site 11). This was about 8:30 AM, in bright sunlight. Three of the birds were 
identified as Little Blue Herons. The others were about the same size, but they had black legs, 
black bills, and light coloration between the eyes and the bill. One bird raised its foot out of the 
water far enough to show that it was a pale yellow in color. The observation was made with a 25 x 
60 scope at about 100 yards. The birds were observed for several minutes before they flew off. 
On 31 July, at about the same place, Tanya Bray, Sandy Kovanda, and Babs Padelford watched 
a Buff·breasted Sandpiper for about five minutes, using binoculars and a 25 x scope. The bird 
was walking around the drier part of the mud flat, and then went into the grass and was not seen 
again. They noticed its buffy color, yellow legs, black bill, and very scaly back. It appeared to be 
nearly as large as the Pectoral Sandpipers that were within a few feet of it. The Yellow·throated 
Warbler was a regular visitor at a suet feeder in Jackie Halterman's yard. The Mississippi Kite 
will be the subject of a separate item in "Notes". During the Christmas Count a Thrush was seen, 
which the observers felt was a Veery, but because of the unlikelihood of a Veery it was shown as 
"Thrush Sp.". (See page 33 for a photograph of the Yellow-throated Warbler.) 
Garden, Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 180 species (plus 4 others for the county 
~e ~~ 
o ro ::J 0 
(.::1m <r:;Z 
I 
'" " oj '" t:>'CJ 
CD'H 
+''H 
+' " OM 
01'1 
'" K 6 
'M 
'" 
C"""\O'\ VlG"- 0"-0 0 C\l 
NN....--lN........,NNN 
~+' ::i0 oS +'s 
00 <t;ZZAOc::4 
Q'\ 0'\ V\.....-l 
N...--i .....-iN 
+' S 0 8 
o q Z q 
N 
o 
Z 
OJ 
'" IN ~ 
OJ 0 
z 
OJ;:':; 
+'+' 
00 
OJ 
o 
Z 
N 
o 
Z 
o 
N 
" A 
;s 
o 
Z 
'" ~ I N .....-l~ 
'" (J) 0 0 1 Z Z 
'" 0 o:J NN ...--I~ 
PiO .pI 
",Z 0 
'" ~
o 
tf) 
H 
'" 
" CD .,
H 
., 
"., 
'" 
" ~
M 
o 
t:> 
" o § 
o 
o 
.-<N 
.-<N 
o 0 
zz 
'" .-< 
o 
Z 
o 
Z 
+-' 0 Oz 
~ 
N 
o 
Z 
rl+-' 
>-00 
'" IN 
'" 0 Z 
"'''' N.-< 
"'+-' 
",0 
00 
.-< '" 
"'0 N 
o " zA 
"'~ NN 
o S ..p E 
zA 0 j::.'j 
N'" NN 
o 0 
zz 
~ro 
N.-< 
+' 5 Oz 
+' 0 Oz 
"'~ o:J N 1'-< 
P;Ero:P! 
'" A '" 
"''' ",A 
o~ 
NN 
"'S (f)A 
I'-NO< 
P,I 
'" C"', 0...-1 
"'N 
+' 0 s 
o ZA 
~OJ 
N-rl 
,,$ 
..,,0 
o:J '" NN 
o " ZA 
-H 
'" P, o 
o 
o 
aJ 
Nebraska Bird Review 17 
but not the Refuge). C. Fred Zeillemaker, reporter, Mollie Bandy, Mary Bamberger, Tim 
Dietlein, JoAnn Foster, Scott Foster, Steven Severson, Monte Shaul, Molly Zeillemaker. The 
mild winter and open water led some species which normally go south to stay. Golden Eagles 
were present in the spring and 1 July, and then recorded again 25 October. Greater Yellowlegs 
returned 29 June. A Yellow· headed Blackbird was also present 9 December to the end of the 
period. The two Cattle Egrets were the second and third fall records. The Black Rail was the 
second Refuge record, and the first summer record. The Semipalmated Plover was three weeks 
earlier than any previous record. The Long·eared Owl was the second fall record. The Hairy 
Woodpecker was the second fall and first winter record (but it is resident elsewhere in the 
county). The Eastern Phoebe was the first fall record. The White· breasted Nuthatch was the 
second record (both 1980) and the first fall and winter record. The only previous fall record for 
Chats was in 1978. The late Yellow·headed Blackbird is wintering with a flock of Red·wings. It 
has one wing that hangs lower than normal, indicating a past injury that possibly influenced its 
stay. The pair of western Tanagers and the Baird's Sparrow were both first fall records. 
Hall, see Howard. 
Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 87 species, Bill Schleicher, reporter, George Stoppkotte. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 136 species, Dr. Norma Johnson, Mrs. Mabel Ott, reporters, Rick 
...--l......-l CO..--l 
N ...-IN 
~ +:' -+.:l 8 
00 a A 
ro 
IN 
'" " ." 
C'--
N 
S 
A 
"'+' 
",0 
o 
.... 
i'3'" 
+' 0 
0", 
N 
~ 
o I 
'" 
o 
N~ 
" I 
'" N 
.... ~ 
+'. 
o 
~~ ~ 
'" " A ." 
o "" 
.... ~ 
o I '" 
'" '" 
N...--l C'-..--! ro..::t 
..--IN ...--IN N...-I 
p.,E PiE ;:j-P 
roi=l [f) A ~o 
I.I\~ ~~ ~..::t ~ 
+' fa Pi E Pi+' 0 
oj:::! ooA roO-Z 
co a-. .....-IN 0 C'-
N N NN 
o 0 p., 0 0,. 0,. 
zz rnZ (1)(1) 
\.,() 0 ~aJ 
...-!C"""\ NN 
;:j 0 Pi+' 
~z (1)0 
.... -'l".-< 
N~ NN 
o I ;:::l 0 
z ~z 
0,. 0 0 I 
'" Z Z 
~ 
-'l"C'--
'-<N 
" " "'''' 
'" ro ro N'-< 
:. 
PiSU);::::l 
'" A ." 
00 ro 
""N 
"" +' ."A 0 
NN 
.... N 
"''' ",A 
SiN 
rI'" 
..,'" 
'-<N 
N.-< 
11'41'4 
I Po! p.. 
11'41'4 
Pi I Pol Pi P-! 
:J+' 
.,,0 
o 
N 
" A 
I 1'4 
I 1'4 
I 1'4 
N 
N 
o 
:z; 
0 .... 
.-<N 
+' 0 
0", 
N 
o 
'" 
+' 0 
0", 
o 
Z 
-'l" '" "" N .... 
PI 0 til Pi 
(I)", '" 
"' .... 
"" +'+' 
00 
o 
.... 
b 
18 Nebraska Bird Review 
Wright. Mrs. Ott had a Rose-breasted x Black-headed Grosbeak from 23 August to 19 
September. Bob Manning has a House Finch at his feeder in Raymond in early September. Dr. 
Johnson had an individual male at her feeder for three days starting 2 November. About two 
weeks later both House and Purple Finches arrived in numbers. Dr. Johnson saw an unusually 
large number and variety of hawks. The Wood Thrush fed on poke-weed berries, in her yard. 
Lincoln, North Platte, 101 species, Marie Cunningham, reporter, Harold Cunningham, 
Margaret Morton, Ella Nielson, Wilma and Howard Wyman. 
McPherson, Tryon, 80 species (plus Peep), Oona Bassett, reporter. Mrs. Bassett's records 
start with 1 July (since she didn't file a spring report) and end with 12 October, when she left for 
Arizona. Consequently, winter birds and winter dates do not appear. A Shrike sp. was recorded 
1 July. The Abert's Towhee was seen in the bushes outside her picture window. She is familiar 
with both the Brown and Abert's Towhees from her winters in Arizona, and recognized this bird 
as an Abert's. She particularly noticed the black face. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Saunders, Morse Bluff, 121 species, Rev. T.J. Hoffman, reporter. See NBR 48:79 for a 
statement of how the reporting area includes some of Dodge Co. 
Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff and North Platte NWR, 151 species (and possibly Lesser 
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Yellowlegs and Black-billed Cuckoo), Mrs_ Lee Kenitz and C. Fred Zeillemaker, reporters, Mrs_ 
M_A Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Mrs_ J_J. Brashear, Sherry McCoy, Mike McCoy, R.C. Rosche, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Witschy. The Artie Loon was in almost breeding plumage. The very late Baird's 
Sandpiper was fourteen days later than the previous state record. The ten Eared Grebes were 
nineteen days later than the previous state record. (As with Garden Co., the mild winter and 
open water helped hold some species.) The Sabine's Gull was the first for the Refuge and the 
sixth state record. It was an immature, and was with Franklin's and Ring-billed Gulls at Lake 
Minatare. The Varied Thrush was also a first for the Refuge and the eighth state record. The 
Calliope Hummingbird was seen at about six feet by Mrs. Banghart and Leta Neelarid, several 
times. (They were sitting in a camper or a car). The most noticeable feature was the purple 
gorget feathers, which looked like whiskers to Mrs. Banghart. The bird was smaller than the 
Broad-tailed, which was as close as two feet to it. They thought the female was present also, but 
can't make a definite statement. Mrs. Kenitz saw the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near a farm pond 
about four miles south of Gering. The tail caught her eye first. It did not seem as long as she 
remembered from when she lived in Texas, so she first thought it might be an immature. But the 
presence of pink made her decide that it was an adult which had lost some of its tail feathers. The 
bird stayed around long enough so that several other people were able to see it. She saw it daily 
C'-O) ..-I 0 \1'\ .::t co 
.....-.l C""'\ N.....-l N 
r-i+l M..-I;:j r"""i-t' 
'"":10 I-;) I-;) <I; 1-;)0 
N'" 
" " « 
..... 
N 
"" til 
000 
N 
,.,-P 
,..,0 
r-tQ....-IAtr-lP"r-I::I 
] 
-P 
" & 
I-;)tIl '"":1m '"":1m 1-;)< 
~o C""\CO 
NN N 
0.,.0 At+l 
roZ roO 
e 
., 
-P 
'" ~ 
..... 
N 
"" til 
"" "" fJ) fJ) 
"" "" fJ) fJ) 
"'0 NN 
-P E! 
O~ 
\1"\0 OJ \1"\ 
I I ....-IN ...... N 
tI)+ltllA::Sp.,O~ 
o en <til ZZ 
N N ..... 
..... 
oo~ 
" E! <~
U"\N 
NN 
,., 0 
,..,Z 
.......... 
N 
""-P 
fJ)0 
g'" 
""-P 
til 0 
<'--N 
",,0 
fJ)Z 
u"\N 
..... 
" 0 <Z 
"' ..... 
..... 
,.,0 
""Z 
20 Nebraska Bird Review 
for five days, and then again five days later. 
Sioux, Mitchell RFD, 100 species, Helen Hughson, reporter, David Hughson. 
Washington, DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, Tanya Bray, David Menke, and Babs and 
Loren Padelford, reporters, J. Robinson, Christopher Saunders, Bob Starr. The Blue Grosbeak 
was the first Refuge record, and so was the Solitary Vireo. A late hatch of Bobwhites was 
observed 16 September. Thirteen eggs hatched, two did not. The incubation period was twenty-
one days. A Woodcock was reported 18 July, which seems to be more related to the spring 
reports than to those for October. 
CORRECTION TO 1980 SPRING MIGRATION REPORT. For Garden County, the 
departure date for Ring-necked Duck was 27 June, and for Bufflehead it was 25 June. The report 
showed only the initial dates for these two species. (NBR 48:71 and 72). 
CORRECTION TO 1980 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY. The Cedar Waxwing nesting 
record (NBR 49: 10) was not for Morrill Co., but for the city of Morrill, which is in Scotts Bluff Co. 
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THE EIGHTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 
Fifty-one persons registered for the eightieth Annual Meeting, and related activities, which 
took place in Grand Island 15 and 16 May 1981, and on the Lemburg farm, north of Cairo, 17 
May. During the Friday night get-together and slide show rain began to fall, and there was almost 
continuous light to moderate rain for the rest of the period, for a total of two inches or so. At the 
Annual Meeting, held Saturday afternoon, the following officers were elected: Dr. Stanley 
Longfellow, Kearney, president; Mr. C. Fred Zeillemaker, Crescent Lake NWR, vice-president; 
Mrs. Emma Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mr. Wm. W. Lemburg, Cairo, treasurer; m. Neva 
Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and Dr. KG. Cortelyou, Omaha, editor. The meeting also adopted a 
standard form for reporting observations of rare species. Chadron was selected for the site of 
the 1982 meeting, and Halsey (if available) for the 1981 Fall Field Day. At the banquet Prof. Stan 
Dart, Kearney State College, spoke on "The Natural History of the Grand Canyon" and showed 
slides to illustrate his points. 
The rain hampered and curtailed the birding, which Saturday was around Grand Island and 
Sunday was on the Lemburg farm, and also the observation of the Lemburg's operation in 
raising wildfowl. But everyone knew the rain was needed, and in spite of the rain a fairly good list 
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was tallied. The weather may even have contributed to the recording of a pair of Eurasian 
Wigeons. These were seen on the moat at Stuhr Museum, and although they were in with the 
"house ducks" they were a wild pair, as well as could be determined: they were not pinioned, 
they had not been seen there earlier, and none of the local participants had any knowledge of 
their having been added to the resident ducks. The ninety·eight species recorded were: 
Common Loon; Eared and Pied-billed Grebes; Great Blue and Green Herons; Mallard, Pintail, 
Blue-winged Teal, Eurasian Wigeon, Wood Duck; Red-tailed, Swainson's, and Marsh Hawks; 
American Kestrel, Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Turkey, American Coot, Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer; Upland, Spotted, Pectoral, White-rumped, Baird's, Least, and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers; Wilson's Phalarope; Ring-billed and Franklin's Gulls; Black Tern; Rock and 
Mourning Dove; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Great Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Common Flicker; Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Woodpeckers; 
Eastern and Western Kingbirds; Great Crested, Least, and Olive-sided Flycatchers; Bank, 
Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
American Robin, Swainson's Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Starling; Bell's, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-white, Tennessee, Orange-crowned, 
Yellow, Yellow-rumped, and Blackpoll Warblers; Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, 
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House Sparrow, Bobolink; Eastern and Western Meadowlarks; Red-winged Blackbird; Orchard 
and Northern Orioles; Great-tailed and Common Grackles; Brown-headed Cowbird, Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee; 
Grasshopper, Clay-colored, Field, Harris', White-crowned, and Song Sparrows. 
(The last reported observation of the Eurasian Wigeons was 18 May.) 
NOTES 
MISSISSIPPI KITE. At 3:30 p.m. 7 September 1980 Alan Grenon and I observed a 
Mississippi Kite from the back porch of our house, which is several meters south of Fontenelle 
Forest and about 1 km. west of the Missouri River, overlooking the flood plain. The bird was 
coming from the east, about 5 m. above the trees. The flight was extremely buoyant and smooth, 
rather like that of a light-bodied gull or swallow. When it was above us it began to glide incircies, 
just above the trees. From time to time it reached with its head for its feet, eating what apparently 
were butterflies. Not once did the bird flap. After less than 5 minutes of this the bird flew swiftly 
towards the southwest. The Kite was under observation with 7 x 35 and 7 x 50 binoculars at a 
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distance of about 25 m., under such conditions that most field marks were easily visable. Both 
wing and tail were long, the latter distinctly squared at the end. The bird was dark gray above, 
with the very pale head contrasting greatly. The underparts were light gray, the breast faintly but 
noticeably streaked brown. The remiges were slaty; the wing linings were generously flecked 
with buff. The tail from below was barred in brown a_nd light gray. The feet were orange. 
- Rick Wright, 401 Kountze, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005. 
TURKEY. Lee Morris, Norris Alfred, and I saw a wild tom Turkey in the Platte River area 
north of Hordville while birding Easter Sunday (19 April 1981) afternoon. It was the first one seen 
in this area by anyone of us for a few years, although they were believed to be in the area. We 
also saw Wood Ducks, Magpies, and lots of Cedar Waxwings. 
- Ralph Harrington, 4248 Vine St., Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 
HAWK CONCENTRATION. On 24 September 1980, about 16 miles south of Hyannis, we 
saw an amazing spectacle. We spotted hawks sitting on the ground in an old hay field. Upon 
further inspection it was discovered that this flock was spread out over the entire field, with the 
hawks hopping about on the ground catching something (we assumed mice, but on consulting 
Bent decided it was probably grasshoppers). Swainson's Hawks probably constituted 95% or 
~ >:. ........ N 
b!l Pi ('I""\....-l 
is ~ r-i +' 
Am I-:lO 
,",C"\ 
N"'" 
r-i+' 
0--,0 
g 
o 
Z 
o 
'"' ...., 
'..-I IN 
tI)~ (/) a 
o ~ 
IN 
tf.l P,. [f.l +' 
tI) 0 
C'-- 0 
I N IN 
...., 
IN 
'" S 
"" 
I C"\ I 
tIl;:l 00 0 
"" z 
~ I...., eo ...., 1...--1 IN 
tIJ P-i (/) Pi 00 0 
'" '" z 
(J'<, '" I N I N I ~ 
UlPiooACf)t 
'" '" a CO 0 til 
IN IN IN IT"'! 
oo;::s (f)AroPiroo 
<t: [I) [I) Z 
;; 
." 
oeo 
NN 
'" ...., IN 1(""\ 
(J'l;::J (I) E 
." "" 
Pi+> rl Pi rl +' 
roO i-;J(/) f-:)O 
...., eo '" N IN 
(f) ~ S E 
o "" "" 
,g 
",+' 
o 
'B 
·ri 
.c 
tp 
·ri 
"" 
" o 
:0: 
C'- ~ \.f\~ 
en+' .p Pi+' 
o a tIlO 
C'--
N 
r-i 
0--, 
"" U) (/] 
;S 
" tf) 
N 
N 
+' 
o 
" (/] 
....,'" 
'" ;;+' 
.,,0 
ceo 
"'N 
;; " 
.,,'" 
'"' C'--.-<...., 
(J'<, 
N 
+' 
o 
(J'<, C'--
N~ IN 
o I [J) rl 
Z 0--, 
o 
N 
S 
'" ~;.s ~ 
o 0 S 
zz "" 
"'~ 
+'+' 
00 
~N ~N 
'" +' 0 Pi 0 o Z trl Z 
eo 0 N'" 
tf.l +' Pi I 
o '" 
C\l '-0 SS 
Ul 0 p,. p-! 
z "'''' 
f.l 
flJ 
,.,..c: 
oJ " f.l+' 
bOoJ 
I " flJ+' 
" oJ 
r-i " 
"''-' 
G
ol
de
n-
cr
ow
ne
d 
K
in
gl
et
 
R
ub
y-
cr
ow
ne
d 
K
in
gl
et
 
W
at
er
 P
ip
it
 
C
ed
ar
 W
ax
w
in
g 
N
or
th
er
n 
S
hr
ik
e 
L
og
ge
rh
ea
d 
S
hr
ik
e 
S
ta
rl
in
g
 
B
el
l'
s 
V
ir
eo
 
Y
el
lo
w
-t
hr
oa
te
d 
V
ir
eo
 
S
o
li
 ta
ry
 V
ir
eo
 
R
ed
-e
ye
d 
V
ir
eo
 
P
hi
la
de
lp
hi
a 
V
ir
eo
 
W
ar
bl
in
g 
V
ir
eo
 
B
la
ck
-a
nd
-w
hi
 te
 
W
ar
bl
er
 
T
en
ne
ss
ee
 W
ar
bl
er
 
O
ra
ng
e-
cr
ow
ne
d 
W
ar
bl
er
 
N
as
hv
il
le
 W
ar
bl
er
 
Dm
 1
2 
N
o 
11
 O
t 
12
 
Dm
 2
0 
No
 1
5 
Au
 
17
 O
t 
18
 S
p 
1 
Au
 2
7 
Sp
 2
7 
O
t 
19
 N
o 
7 
O
t 
12
 
Sp
 2
3 
O
t 
12
 
O
t 
18
 O
t 
18
 
J
l 
28
 J
l 
1 
Dm
 2
0 
No
 
7 
No
 1
5 
O
t 
29
 O
t 
15
 
P 
-
W
 
-
W
 
S 
-
S 
-
N
ot
e 
Sp
 2
6 
Sp
 2
6 
P 
P S 
-
J
l 
15
 
S 
-
S 
-
Au
 
31
 A
u 
26
 
Au
 
19
 S
p 
S
-
S
-
S
-
Au
 
7 
J
l 
10
 J
l 
9 
Au
 
16
 S
p 
24
 
Au
 
17
 S
p 
25
 
Au
 
31
 
O
t 
6 
Sp
 3
0 
Sp
 2
2 
O
t 
8 
Sp
 2
9 
Dm
 2
0 
Dm
 2
7 
O
t 
17
 a
t 
25
 a
t 
29
 a
t 
8 
-
W
 
Dm
 
6 
Dm
 2
1 
-
W
 
O
t 
14
 a
t 
5 
Au
 2
9 
Sp
 2
7 
Sp
 1
4 
Sp
 1
3 
No
 
12
 O
t 
21
 O
t 
18
 N
o 
5 
O
t 
29
 
No
 
1 
a
t 
2 
No
 1
6 
No
 2
3 
-
W
 D
m 
12
 D
m 
27
 
-
,
N
o 
6 
Sp
 2
7 
Dm
 2
1 
S
-
-
W
 
-
W
 
-
W
 
a
t 
No
 2
1 
Dm
 2
8 
-
W
 
J
l 
26
 D
m 
27
 
S 
-
S
-
Dm
 2
8 
Sp
 1
5 
Dm
 
4 
P 
P 
P 
P 
P 
P 
S 
-
Au
 
28
 
Au
 
23
 
S 
-
Au
 3
0 
S
-
sp
 
3 
J
l 
5 
Sp
 
1 
Sp
 3
0 
Au
 
19
 
s 
-
Sp
 
Sp
 
S 
-
J
l 
5 
P 
P 
Au
 2
2 
S 
-
Sp
 1
4 
7 
Au
 3
1 
a
t 
3 
S 
-
Sp
 1
4 
Au
 3
0 
Sp
 
4 
S 
-
Sp
 
Au
 
15
 
S 
-
S
-
sp
 1
0 
Sp
 
S 
-
Au
 
17
 
S
-
5 
Sp
 
1 
Sp
 1
8 
a
t 
20
 
Sp
 2
0 
Sp
 1
0 
Sp
 1
6 
Sp
 1
3 
a
t 
5 
a
t 
22
 a
t 
21
 
Sp
 1
0 
a
t 
13
 
Au
 
8 
Sp
 
9 
Sp
 1
6 
Sp
 3
0 
Sp
 
4 
a
t 
21
 
Sp
 1
3 
Au
 3
0 
Sp
 2
0 
a
t 
12
 
~~;
:!:
;:!
: 
ro
~t
ot
o 
~~
rr
g:
 
ro 
:to
 '<
 
'
<
 
:A:
I 
p.
.~
:~
Z 
cr
 ~
 (
J1
 -
,
 
0 
s.
~g
:l
~ 
-
,
 
~ 
~ 
no
 r
 
.-
t-
O~
_(
f)
 
.
g 
:J
~O
T·
 
'O
~~
'>
<o
 
ro
 
ro
 
S'
 n
:l
 
~ 
U
(\
) 
0 
l'V
 
B-
~ 
s.~
 
0 
~:
l:
rZ
."
 
~
~
~
~
~
 
:C:
""'
::>
::;
;~~
~2 
~~
~S
l o
~~
~ 
o~
r-
::
r~
g~
~ 
'"
 
iii'
 "1
:l :
r
 ~
 :l
 :
r 
\0
 
~J
I>
m.
[~
o.
.~
~ 
~§
 ~ 
~o.
.o~
~rg
 
(J
1Q
."
'r
oO
>:
3~
O 
~~
§:
l0
",
--
,~
tp
 
&~
~Z
~~
~ 
~
o
~
o
~
o
~
 
~r
oO
-x
-'
8c
co
 
c::
 ~ 
0"
' 
(J) 
S'
 7'l
... 
S. 
:
:
1
"
-,
<
:-
-
1
-0
0
 
-
'::
r: 
:3 
0 
..
,~
 
~,
 
:3~
::r
.,,
-1 
-'
Cn
O~
:r
:3
'"
 
~. 
9-
S.
 ro
 
ro
 
_
.
 
0-
"
'
3
:l
:3
(J
)r
o
Q 
Q.
,Q
;~
~3
~&
 
:c:
~~ 
ro
 
OJ
 
ro
 
02
-
ro
tJ
:T
.:
3:
j'
s.
~ 
g-r
oQ
...:r
--+
-:T
ro
 
~"
2~
g.
~~
(t
 
?\
""
't 
O
ro
--
..
-.
 
~Q
3 
:l:
:'.
~2 
r-
(t)
 
s.. 
o'
 _
.
 
~ 
-
.
::
s 
.
-
t-
:3
 
~
 0
.. 
:3.
....
..,.
. 
::
T
. 
ro
 
8Q
, 
ro
O
g'
U
l§-
~s-;
p 
~S
'~
~ 
(ti 
(i>
01
59
!-
~ 
~ 
~ 
:l 
g 
:2 
e; 
U
) 
8.,
 to
 
S'
 ~~
 
::
>
J(
fl 
.
,.
 
3' 
-
..
..
..
:J::
::"
": 
"
 
0>
 
0
. 
.
.
.
.
 
9
'n
 
-
1
0 
:r
:l
 
ro
 
n
 
(J) 
ro
 
ro
 
;?
 
OJ
 
.
.
.
.
 
_
O
J
 
(J) 
~
 
o
 
15'
 
~ 
i;i 
~ 
0 
ro
 
~
 
5'
~ 
.
-
0>
 
0>
 
-
,
 
~
:
l
 
ro
 
(J) 
(f
lO
 
ro
 
:l~
 
'
0
 
(J) 
ro
-::
r: 
:3
O
>t
J 
cr
~o
 
~ ~
~::
s 
-
:l
C
n
 
ro
~ 
~ 
~ 
»~
 
O'
.Q
 
15'
 tt
l 
:l 
0 
0>
 
~ 
:l 
(J1 
n
.o
. 
:l 
.
0
. 
ro
 ~ 
~ 
[T
IQ
 
~ 
:
l 
S·
~ 
'fl
 =
<::
 
~ 
ro
 
ro
Sf
 
.
.
.
.
 
Q 
ro
 
'"
 
.
.
.
.
 
;>
;-
.
§ 
Q 
o
 
0
, 
~
~
 
ro
 
.
,
.
 
n
.o
 ~i
r§
~~
 
~~
~~
ro
 
to
-l
:2
(f
l~
 
g:
r.
~~
g.
 
!'tl 
~ 
<
'r
o
 
ro
 
::
 
ro
 
:3 
~
 
3;
e-
ro
g 
ro
n
n
.;
.;
-
OJ
 
0 
~ 
~§
 0
-S
. 
:3r
o-
cr
S'
 
on
.r
o~
 
~
 
~
 r
o 
:r
 
::I 
.
.
p..
 <
 
OJ
 
S'
 -.
,J
 
ro
 
-
-
<P
 i
r-2
 :3
 
~ 
~ 
§.
~ 
ro
~r
o:
r 
~~
. 
(ti 
~ 
o
 
:l 
.
.
 
ro
 
'
O
S
'o
cr
 
"2 
ro
 
::1
 
~ 
n.
:3
~:
:l
 
~ 
e!.
 ~
 OJ
 
OJ
 
~ 
ro
 
:f
 ~
lQ
 :E
 
g.
.o
:2
~ 
.
.
.
-
t-
C
J:
:1
o.
. 
~B
..
p.
."
, 
~ 
06
 
OJ
 
~ 
:l 
C 
'<
~-
-O
: 
'
;T
 (
fl 
::
r 
ro
 
O
r
+
r
o
~
 
:3 
3' 
(J) 
~ 
~~
@'
::
r:
 
*R
R-
~ 
~.
:T
Y>
 ~
 
:l 
ro
 
OJ
 
g:
.~
~~
 
ro
:::
r-
. 
~ 
~;
t§
~ 
'<
: 
"
"
 
ro
 
.
.
 
0 
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
 
0..
.. 
cr
 n
 
£l 
_
, 
s. 
~
 n
 
:1
 
:T 
~ 
ro
 
$. 
r
o
0
'O
:;
-
::
r~
o~
 
OJ
~~
::
r"
 
~ 
N
U
l 
ro
 
x-
0
' 
:3 
U
l 
0
_
.
 
Z ro g- O> (J) x- 0> CP '" n. :J:l ro < ro' ~ N ()"1 
26 Nebraska Bird Review 
COMMON NIGHTHAWK. On 17 June 1980 I was driving a tractor along the end of one of 
our corn fields. I noticed a Nighthawk fly a short distance ahead of the tractor and then light 
again. I slowed the tractor as I approached this time, and when I was a short distance from the 
bird I stopped. The bird seemed to pay no attention, so I dismounted and walked slowly toward 
it. It was watching me but still didn't fly. At that point I decided to try to get as close as I could 
before it flew, so I started to circle it, walking slowly, at first in a fairly large circle but getting 
closer on each succeeding one. I keep my eyes on it, and it kept watching me. It didn't seem 
unduly alarmed as the circle got smaller and smaller and I leaned toward it. When I got close 
enough so I could, I just reached out quickly and picked it up. It didn't seem too happy about that 
situation and struggled for its freedom. After I had a good close up look and decided it was alright 
I released it and it flew off as if nothing had happened. 
- Lee Morris, Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Nebraska 68316. 
COMMON NIGHTHAWK MIGRATION. I observed migrating Nighthawks 28 and 30 
August 1980. On the latter date over 300 were counted in T rendwood Park, Lincoln, from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. A great deal of vertical activity was noted among large groups. These moved off to the 
southeast and were immediately replaced by others, which engaged in similar activity. 
- Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Linco/n, Nebraska 68506 
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28 Nebraska Bird Review 
first nest, and the birds failed to re-build, resulting in a single brood that year. In the fall the 
Kashas clean everything away and spray the area with a pesticide to kill parasites, including 
mites. Among the identifiable items fed the young are moths (millers) and dragonflies, whose 
wings are scraped off by the parents. This is particularly true for the very young birds. Both 
adults feed the young, and the male has been observed feeding the female on the nest. The 
Kashas have seen the Phoebes drink at their bird bath, but never have seen them take a bath. 
The Say's Phoebes usually arrive the last of March, but this year, 1980, they did not return until 
11 April. The brids can be heard calling in the area before them corpe to the porch. 
- Doris Gates, RR. 1, Box 25, Chadron, Nebraska 69337 
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES. On 11 April 1981 my son, Michael, and I were at the man-
made lake and park about 3 or 4 miles north of Columbus, Nebraska. There we observed what I 
believe was a pair of nesting Great-tailed Grackles. We heard them, and later listened to tapes of 
Boat-tailed Grackle calls, and they were not the same. 
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PERKINS COUNTY. The shorebird migration seemed to have peaked around 4 
September 1980, when we saw Baird's, Least, Semipalmated, Pectoral, and Solitary Sandpipers; 
both Dowitchers (most probably Long-billed); both Yellowlegs (in about equal numbers, and 
quite common, with perhaps 80 to 100 present at the sewage pond near Grant); Killdeer, and 
Wilson's Phalarope. Other migrants included large numbers of Wilson's Warblers, a few Yellow-
rumped and Orange-crowned Warblers, and individual American Redstart, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, and an Oporonis warbler (either MacGillivray's or an immature Mourning). The day 
before I saw (and heard) a Western Wood Pewee. Wilson's and Yellow-rumped Warblers were 
still present 27 September, when I also saw an immature Chestnut-sided Warbler and a Field 
Sparrow. On 20 October we saw 3 or 4 dozen Sandhill Cranes, with about 50 going over on 1 
November and 250 or so, in 2 flocks, on 3 November. We saw 8 Eastern Bluebirds on 29 
October. We have seen them here only once or twice before. On 3 October we saw an 
enormous flock of Longspurs (all species except Laplands) and Water Pipits near Grant. On 12 
November I saw a Prairie Falcon, 2 Purple Finches, and 2 Bobwhites, and on 14 November an 
immature Goshawk. 
Barn Owls have nested at my parent's (Jerry Seikora) farm now for at least 5 years, using a 
pigeon coop. Great Horned Owls have nested here for at least lOyears, with a successful brood 
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of 3 last season. Yellow·billed Cuckoos spent the summer and may have nested. 
- Don Sejkora, Box 566, Grant, Nebraska 69140 
YORK COUNTY NOTES. On 12 December 1980 Norris Alfred and I saw a Bald Eagle. 
We have lots of Pine £iskins, but not many Robins. We have quite a few Mountain Bluebirds 
again, in the same area along the Platte as they were the last time. I saw a Townsend's Solitaire 
and a Mockingbird last week, and I have seen eight Prairie Falcons so far this winter. I have seen 
several Bald Eagles around the Platte since November. I haven't seen as many Rough-legged 
Hawks as usual. 
- Lee Morris, Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Nebraska 68316 
DEAD TIMBERS RECREATION AREA. Because of the mild winter of 1979-80 a few 
White-throated Sparrows overwintered at Dead Timbers, north of Scribner. Two White-throats 
were seen there 31 December 1979 and one 15 March 1980. I have never seen these birds so 
early; normally they migrate through the area toward the end of April. A substantial number 
(several hundred) of American Robins overwintered in the area, too, as did some Belted 
Kingfishers. Several were observed where patches of open water persisted throughout most of 
the mild winter. An Osprey was sighted, perched on a dead tree along the lake, on 26 April 1980. 
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- Larry L. Einemann, Rt. 3, Box 205, West Point, Nebraska 68788. 
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This Yellow-throated Warbler was photographed by B.J. Rose at a suet feeder at the home
of Jackie Halterman, 1921 S. 113th Ave., Omaha. The bird was present from 28 November to 24
December 1980. It had a t;egular feeding pattern, which included at least 3 feeders in neighboring
yards. It came to the suet feeder at Mrs. Halterman's from 6 to 10 times each day.
LEWIS' WOODPECKERS IN WESTERN NEBRASKA
On 30 August 1980, Dr. Randy Lawson from Chadron State College reported to me that
Lewis' Woodpeckers (Asyndesmus lewis) were in a dead elm tree about eight miles south of
Chadron on the west side of U.S. Highway 385. We observed them for about an hour, and in the
afternoon, Marj Blinde and I watched them for about an hour more. They numbered at least 12
and flew from the elm to fence posts and telephone posts nearby.
They performed the flycatching actions for which they are noted, but it seemed the
attraction of this particular location was a chokecherry thicket about 100 yards west of the tree.
The tree stood at the edge of another chokecherry thicket, but every time we saw them fly to
chokecherries, they went to the farther one.
We sat· on a hill close to them and could see them pick the cherries, some of which they
swallowed, some they carried back to the dead elm, and in a few instances, we could see them go
to fence posts, where they seemed to examine all the cracks and later they went back to the tree
with nothing in their beaks.
Examination of the posts disclosed in one post five cherries in cracks that measured just
one cherry wide. In two cracks were two cherries, and a single one was in another.
Article redacted at the request of the author (January 2014)
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Examination of every post for a distance of about a half mile yielded very few cherries. 
However, seeds were on tops of many and on the ground by them. One post had a bright green 
scarab beetle mashed in a crack, possibly put there by a Woodpecker. 
An interesting further fact was that many of the seeds on the ground had been opened by 
something, probably by mice, judging by what appeared to be teeth marks, and the contents 
were gone. 
On 1 September, I spent more time sitting on a hill watching them. A brief shower came up 
and the Lewis' Woodpeckers in the tree fluttered their wings as though bathing. When the sun 
came out again, 40 Lewis' Woodpeckers flew by but did not stay in the tree. 
The Woodpeckers remained at this location in numbers of five or six into the middle of 
September and then disappeared. Two people living near this site - one within a half mile and 
the other about a mile away - commented that they had seen them. 
About a month later, ( went to every place I thought they might be but saw none. 
Other birds in the area at the same time were American Flickers, quite a number of 
American Kestrels, many American Robins, a small group of Bohemian Waxwings, and one 
Western Tanager. ( saw no interaction between species, but some aggressive behavior between 
the Woodpeckers. Only once did I hear any kind of vocal sound from the Woodpeckers and that 
was during an agressive encounter. It was somewhat like a hissing sound. 
A fire burned more than 3,000 acres of mostly ponderosa pine in 1973 between Chadron 
State Park and the Deadhorse Road about four miles west of the park. The birds are noted for 
moving into burned·over areas and so they could be expected here. They have been observed in 
small numbers for several years. Adults were seen feeding young in the last year. 
These birds are known for their moving about with little regular pattern. Once before, many 
years ago, ( saw one. It was on a fence post north of Highway 20 between Crawford and 
Harrison. 
- Doris Gates, Rt. 1, Box 25, Chadron, Nebraska 69337 
1981 BALD EAGLE COUNT 
. A Bald Eagle count was made 10 January 1981. The temperature was 18° to 46°F.; cloudy, 
to clear in the afternoon; no snow; wind SSW 18 mph, to calm in the afternoon; river open; 3 
parties, headed by John C.W. BIiese, George W. Brown, and Stan Longfellow. 
Mature Immature Not Aged Total 
Kearney to Johnson Lake, out on south side of 
river, all bridges, return on (·80. 34 13 4 51 
Harlan Reservoir, including Methodist Cove 
Sanctuary, North Cove, and dam 14 18 0 32 
Kearney to Shelton, out on south side of river, 
including Rowe Sanctuary, all bridges, return on 
(·80 5 0 0 5 
Total Count 53 31 4 88 
George W. Brown, 2018 12th Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 68847 
WINTERING BALD EAGLES AT 
SOUTHWEST NEBRASKA RESERVOIRS 
As a part of Water and Power Resources Service (formerly Bureau of Reclamation) 
compliance with endangered species mandates, a study of Bald Eagle use of Lower Missouri 
Region reservoirs was initiated during the winter of 1979. The author, headquartered in 
McCook, surveyed a number of reservoirs in Kansas and Nebraska, including Nebraska's four 
southwest reservoirs. 
While wintering Bald Eagles on the Platte River, Harlan County Reservoir, and the Lewis 
and Clark Lake area have been the subjects of previous studies, the southwest reservoirs have 
received little such attention. Since wintering Eagle populations at these four reservoirs are 
relatively low, this was not unexpected. What was surprising to Nebraskans studying the Bald 
Eagle was the late winter· early spring concentration at Swanson Reservoir, discovered by this 
survey. 
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Data reported here were gathered on biweekly aerial surveys conducted over the winter of 
1979-80_ Survey dates were modified somewhat due to poor weather or aircraft availability_ 
Information from aerial surveys was supplemented by ground surveys through the Bald Eagle 
use period_ 
A general summary of Bald Eagle utilization of the four southwest reservoirs follows: 
Enders- sporadic, moderate use with greatest numbers of Bald Eagles reported in autumn and 
early winter, coincident with migratory peak of ducks using Enders waterfowl refuge; 
Medicine Creek (Harry Strunk L)- consistent, low use with one to four Eagles seen virtually 
throughout the winter, but no peak numbers observed during the Bald Eagle use period; 
Red Willow (Hugh Butler L)- sporadic, low use with no Eagles seen through most of the winter, 
but with a small spring build-up; 
Swanson- sporadic, high use with numbers moderate to low throughout winter, building to a 
high peak in late winter to early spring_ 
The following table lists complete results of the 1979-80 aerial survey. Survey results for 
1978-79 weren't complete since aerial surveys weren't started until midwinter, however peak 
numbers at Swanson were equally impressive in the spring of 1979. Aerial survey data from 1978-
79 as well as ground survey data from both survey years are similar and support the data 
presented here. Aerial surveys will continue through the winter of 1980-81. 
BALD FAGLE NUMBEf5 AT NFBRASKA'S SOUTHWEST RESFRVOIRS 
1979-80 Aerial Surveys (Adults / Immatures = Total) 
DATF RES FRVOIR 
10/25/79 
11/ 7/79 
11/29/79 
12/10/79 
12/27/79 
1/14/80 
1/30/80 
2/13/80 
2/27/80 
3/11/80 
4/ 4/80 
4/21/80 
Enders 
0/ 1= 1 
0/ 2= 2 
2/ 3= 5 
4/10=14 
4/ 8=12 
3/ 6= 9 
3/ 5= 8 
1/ 1= 2 
5/4=9 
5/ 0= 5 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
Medicine 
Creek 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
1/ 1= 2 
1/ 1= 2 
1/ 2= 3 
0/ 1= 1 
1/ 1= 2 
0/ 0= 0 
3/ 1= 4 
2/ 0= 2 
0/ 1= 1 
0/ 0= 0 
Red 
Willow 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 1= 1 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
no survey 
0/ 1= 1 
5/ 1= 6 
3/5=8 
0/ 0= 0 
Swanson 
0/ 0= 0 
0/ 0= 0 
2/ 3= 5 
0/ 2= 2 
1/ 5= 6 
8/ 2=10 
1/ 5= 6 
14/ 6=20 
55/12=67 
60/18=78 
10/10=20 
0/ 0= 0 
- David E. Busch, Water & Power Resources Services 
P. O. Box 427, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
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